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PRESS RELEASE

STATEMENT ON THE MURDER OF MRS OMOBOLANLE RAHEEM:
NBA DEMANDS FULL DISCLOSURE OF DETAILS OF SUSPECTED
POLICE OFFICERS

The Nigerian Bar Association (NBA) deplores the cold blooded murder of our member, Mrs
Omobolanle Raheem by an officer of the Nigerian Police Force attached to Ajiwe Police
Station in Ajah, Lagos State. This dastardly incident occurred yesterday, 25th December, 2022
while Mrs Raheem was returning from a Christmas church service with her husband and other
family members.

The NBA President, Mr Yakubu Chonoko Maikyau, OON, SAN upon receiving the sad news
made efforts to get across to the husband of our deceased member who understandably has
been unavailable to answer calls. The NBA President has however spoken to the brother-in-
law of our deceased member and extended the condolence of the NBA to the family of late
Mrs. Omobolanle Raheem and assured the family of the support of the NBA in this difficult
time.

Since this terrible incident, the NBA has taken the initiatives to uncover the facts surrounding
the murder of our member. The NBA President has engaged the police authorities including
the Assistant Inspector General of Police, Zone 2 (Mr. Bode Adeyinka Adeleke) as well as the
Commissioner of Police, Lagos State (Mr. Abiodun Alabi). In this regard, the NBA is able to
report that the Lagos State Police Command has confirmed that the suspected murderer of our
member is one ASP Drambi Vandi, an officer, who has been in the police service for 33 years!

While the NBA acknowledges the sympathy and regret of the police authorities over this
incident, the NBA President has unequivocally demanded that the Nigerian Police officially
disclose and immediately release to Nigerians the fuller details of the errant officer and other
officers responsible for this heinous act.

The NBA President has informed the police of the resolve of the NBA to be a complainant in
this case along with the family of late Mrs. Omobolanle Raheem. The NBA President has in
this regard constituted a team comprising of National Officers, Chairman and Vice Chairperson
of NBA Lagos Branch and Chairman of NBA lkeja Branch with a mandate to follow up and
ensure a speedy but thorough investigation of this crime. The NBA team was at Ajiwe Police
Station earlier this morning and the team also had a scheduled meeting with the Commissioner
of Police, Lagos State at the Lagos State Police Command Headquarters this afternoon.

In the course of NBA’s engagement with police authorities over this deadly incident, the NBA
confirmed that on or about 7th December, 2022 another young man described as Gafaru
Buraimoh who was innocently on his way to buy fuel was murdered in Ajah in a similar
manner as our member by a police officer attached to the now notorious Ajiwe Police Station.
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The NBA is disturbed that the Nigerian Police seems to be back to the dark days of police
brutality and admonish that the lessons from the #EndSARS Protest should not be lost on any
individual or authority.

Members of the NBA and Nigerians are assured that the NBA is committed to justice in this
matter. In the words of the NBA President, “the NBA will not only get to the root of this
incident, we will uproot it and take steps to deal with anyone found culpable in every lawful
way. We will ensure that this does not happen to any citizen anymore.”

The NBA President prays for the repose of the soul of Mrs. Omobolanle Raheem and urges all
members and concerned Nigerians to maintain their calm as we ensure the law takes its course.
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